
 

 

News

 
 
 

This page from the Epilepsy Foundation website can be viewed at: 
http://www.epilepsyfoundation.org/epilepsyusa/news/FDA-approves-LamictalXR.cfm 

 
FDA approves Lamictal®XR, a Once-daily Treatment for Epilepsy 

 
The FDA recently approved Lamictal®XR™ (lamotrigine) Extended-Release Tablets as once-a-day add-on 
therapy for epilepsy patients 13 years of age or older with partial onset seizures. Lamictal XR reduced 
seizures in patients who were inadequately controlled on current therapy. Lamictal XR reduced the 
frequency of partial seizures during a 19-week study. More patients who took Lamictal XR had a significant 
reduction in seizure frequency compared with placebo.   
 
Lamictal XR is approved as add-on therapy for adult and adolescent patients who experience partial 
seizures with or without secondary generalization. Partial seizures, which are limited to one part of the 
brain, are the most common type of seizure experienced by people with epilepsy. Partial seizures may 
sometimes spread to affect the entire brain, an occurrence classified as secondary generalization. The 
safety and effectiveness of Lamictal XR have not been established in patients under the age of 13.   
 
Patients with partial seizures currently taking immediate-release Lamictal twice-daily can be converted 
directly to once-a-day Lamictal XR using the same total daily dose. Lamictal XR will be available in 
pharmacies this summer. 
 
Reviewed by Epilepsy Foundation Professional Advisory Board member, Brian Alldredge, PharmD. 
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